
BYLAWS OF THE

GREATER HOUSTON COIN CLUB, INCORPORATED
(Revised, March 15, 2012)

ARTICLE I.  TITLE, PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

 Section 1:  Title

  The organization shall be known as the GREATER HOUSTON COIN CLUB, INC. 
(GHCC)

 Section 2: Purpose

  GHCC is organized exclusively to promote the study of numismatics via educational and 
scientific means.  It shall be a non-profit organization with all proceeds used to promote numismatic 
education.

 Section 3: Objectives

  GHCC objectives shall be (1) to advance numismatic knowledge through educational, 
historical, and scientific means, (2) to assist in bringing together persons interested in numismatics, (3) 
to promote greater popular interest in numismatics, (4) to aid its members through the study, 
acquisition and exhibition of numismatic material, and (5) to assist in and encourage other numismatic 
causes and events.

ARTICLE II.  MEMBERSHIP

 Section 1: Types of Memberships

  A.  Regular members shall be those persons who have attained their eighteenth birthday.
  B.  Junior members are those who have not yet reached 18 years of age.
  C.  Family members include two or more members of the same household.
   D.  Life members are those regular members who, having been members for not less 
than three years, elect to make a lump sum payment of 20 years of membership fees (dues) and whose 
election is approved by the Executive Council.
  E. Honorary Life members shall be those members nominated by the Executive Council, 
who deserve such recognition for actions or services advancing the purpose and objectives of GHCC 
and/or the study of numismatics.  Nominations for Honorary Life membership shall be presented to the 
general membership for approval.  An affirmative vote of 2/3rds of the voting members present shall 
prevail.

 Section 2:  Application and Admission

  A. Application for Regular or Junior membership, together with the prescribed dues (per 



the Standing Rules), may be submitted on forms prescribed by the Executive Council.
  B. Applications shall be received, reviewed and approved by the Executive Council.  
Upon approval, applicants' names will be published in the next issue of the GHCC newsletter (“Double 
Shift”), and presented at the next regularly scheduled membership meeting.  An affirmative vote of 
2/3rds of the voting members present shall prevail.
    C. Applicants not accepted for membership will receive a refund of dues paid.  
      D. Regular and Junior members will be carried on the GHCC 
membership roster on a calendar year basis.  Life and Honorary Life members will be carried in 
perpetuity.
                           E.  Regular, Life and those Honorary Life members who were Regular or Life 
members when converted to Honorary Life members shall have the right to vote and hold office.

ARTICLE III.  OFFICERS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS

 Section 1:  Officers

  Officers of GHCC, elected for a one-year term, shall be: President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer.
 
 Section 2:  Executive Council

  A.  The Executive Council is the governing body of GHCC and shall be composed of the 
President, the Vice-President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, the Immediate Past President and four    
Directors who are elected for one-year terms.  To decide issues requiring a vote, each Executive 
Council member shall have one vote. The President will cast a vote only to break a tie.
  B.  If the Immediate Past President is unable or unwilling to serve or has been elected to 
another position on the Executive Council, a replacement will be nominated and elected per the 
procedure described in Article IV, Election of Officers and Directors, and will serve the remainder of 
the current term.
  C.  The President may appoint a non-voting General Counsel to attend and advise the 
Executive Council.  This advisory position serves at the pleasure of the President...

 Section 3:  Eligibility and Qualification

  A.  Any Regular, Life or Honorary Life member shall be eligible to hold office.
  B.  Officers and Directors of GHCC shall not hold elected office in any other Houston-
area numismatic organization and shall commit their full attention to fulfilling the requirements of their 
GHCC elected office.

ARTICLE IV.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

 Section 1: Nomination

  A nominating committee of three members shall be appointed by the President at the 
January regular membership meeting.  Their task is to select and present a slate of qualified nominees 



for elective office to the general membership at the February regular membership meeting.  Nominees 
shall have given their consent to be nominated and agree to perform their respective duties if elected.

 Section 2:  Election

  A.  Officers and Directors shall be elected at the March regular membership meeting.  
After the nominating committee has announced its slate, further nominations will be solicited from the 
floor.  Any member in good standing may nominate any other member in good standing provided that 
the nominee is qualified to hold that office and has given consent to be nominated and to perform the 
duties of the office if elected.  The individual receiving the most votes of the members present shall be 
elected to the office in competition.
  B.  In the event the regular March meeting is canceled, voting shall be by electronic or 
postal mail prior to the April regular membership meeting.
                       C.  Officers and Directors shall be installed during the month of April and shall assume 
their GHCC duties at that time.
                       D.  In the event a vacancy exists for an elected office, the Executive Council shall 
appoint an officer pro tem at the earliest opportunity.  The officer or director appointed shall carry out 
the duties of the position until appointment can be ratified at the next regular membership meeting with 
a 2/3rds vote of the voting members present needed for ratification.
   E.  If an elected Executive Council member is absent for three or more consecutive 
meetings of the Executive Council, that office may be considered vacant and the Executive Council 
may take steps to fill the vacancy via Section 2A immediately above.

ARTICLE V.  DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

  A.  All Officers and Directors shall conduct themselves and their GHCC associated 
duties in the best interest of the GHCC, its purposes and objectives,  avoiding any conflict of interest 
and abiding by the laws of the United States of America and the State of Texas.
  B.  The President shall preside at all meetings of GHCC, shall appoint and dismiss 
temporary committees (except the nominating committee) and may appoint a Sergeant-at-Arms to 
maintain order when deemed necessary.  The President will also appoint the Editor of the GHCC 
Newsletter, currently titled “Double Shift” The President shall also preside over the Executive Council, 
which shall meet regularly at the pleasure of the President.  The President shall also serve as an ex 
officio member of all committees (except the nominating committee).
                       C. the Vice-President shall assist the President upon request; shall act in the absence of 
the President; shall serve as the Program Chair for all regular membership meetings; and shall 
supervise all educational programs, activities, and GHCC-sponsored educational programs and 
projects.
                       D.  The Secretary shall record the minutes of all meetings; shall retain and preserve 
GHCC records and documents as required; shall provide the presiding officer with an agenda for the 
business portion of the regular monthly membership meetings; shall be responsible for all general 
correspondence; shall be responsible for GHCC publicity releases to the media, and ensure that all 
members are notified of upcoming meetings via newsletter, email, telephone or other communication 
activity.  The Secretary will also read the minutes of the previous membership meeting during the 
regular monthly membership meetings, if not already distributed previously via the monthly newsletter.



              E.  The Treasurer shall receive and record all monies of both the GHCC and Money 
Show of the Southwest (MSSW) collected from any source.  The Treasurer will not pay out any money 
without receiving a voucher with the appropriate receipts approved by signature of the President or his 
designated appointee. The voucher will show the expense amounts by item according to the Chart of 
Accounts.   Expenses exceeding $1000 must be approved by two members of the Executive Council. 
The Treasurer will present an annual financial report and budget at the April Executive Council and, 
with Executive Council approval, at the April membership meeting.  The Treasurer is responsible for 
the preparation of all necessary financial reports and statements, including the annual IRS Form 990, 
and shall, if requested by the Executive Council, ensure GHCC's financial records are audited by an 
independent accountant.
                       F.  The President may assign each Director a specific area of responsibility as the need 
arises.
                       G.  The Executive Council will make recommendations on matters of interest to the 
GHCC and will bring them before the membership during regular monthly meetings.
                       H.  All Officers and Directors, at the expiration of their term of office, shall deliver to 
their successors all books, papers, monies, or other GHCC property in their possession.

ARTICLE VI. CLUB YEAR

  A.  The GHCC year for membership and fiscal matters shall be the calendar year, unless 
otherwise provided for in these bylaws.

  B.  The GHCC year for holding office and qualification for awards shall be from April 
1st to March 31.

ARTICLE VII.  MEETINGS

 Section 1:  Meetings

  A.  GHCC Membership meetings shall be held on the third Thursday of every month.  If 
there is a conflict with a holiday or another event, the meeting may be canceled or rescheduled as 
determined by the Executive Council.
  B.  Executive Council meetings shall be monthly unless otherwise determined by the 
President.  Time and place will be at the President's discretion.
                       C.  All meetings shall be conducted by parliamentary procedure as provided by Robert's 
“Rules of Order,” current edition.

 Section 2:  Quorum
  
  A quorum shall consist of a majority of those voting members present at an announced 
or regular meeting of the membership or Executive Council.

 Section 3:  Order of Business

  A.  Call to order, recognition of guests and visitors



  B.  Education Program to include Show & Tell Session
                       C.  GHCC Business Meeting
                       D.  Adjournment

ARTICLE VIII. GENERAL

 Section 1:  Affiliations

  GHCC shall maintain national affiliation via membership in the American Numismatic 
Association, and state affiliation via membership in the Texas Numismatic Association.  Club 
representatives to these organizations shall be appointed by the Executive Council.
 Section 2:  Standing Rules

  Standing Rules, published as a separate document, shall define and describe the 
administrative procedures, programs and projects of the GHCC.

 Section 3:  Numismatic Activities

  GHCC shall sponsor worthwhile numismatic projects determined by the Executive 
Council from suggestions and recommendations submitted by the general membership or from any 
other source.  These projects shall be listed and defined in the Standing Rules.

ARTICLE IX.  AMENDMENTS

 Section 1:  Amendment Procedure

  These By-Laws may be amended by an affirmative vote of 2/3rds of the voting members 
present at a regular monthly membership meeting provided that the proposed amendment(s) were 
presented at the previous membership meeting, and have been published in the GHCC newsletter prior
to the meeting at which action will be taken.

 Section 2: Management of the Standing Rules

  Standing Rules may be temporarily suspended , amended or rescinded by majority vote 
provided that members have been notified of such intent one month in advance.

NOTE: The original “Constitution” and “By-Laws” were rewritten in 1980, amended in 1987, 1992, 
and 1998. The “Constitution” was replaced by “By-Laws” and amended in 2002, 2004, 2005, and 
2006.  The original “By-Laws” were replaced by “Standing Rules” and amended in 2004.  

 
 

   



STANDING RULES
OF THE

GREATER HOUSTON COIN CLUB, INCORPORATED
(Revised, March 15, 2012)

 
1.  DUES AND MEMBERSHIP

 a.  Annual dues for a Regular member shall be $15.00.  Annual dues for a Junior member shall 
be $6.00.  Dues for a Family membership shall be $25.00.  If membership begins during the last 
calendar quarter, the dues will be considered paid through the entire following calendar year.
 b.  Dues shall be payable at or before the regular January membership meeting after which the 
dues become delinquent.  No member shall be allowed to vote on any issue after the regular January 
membership meeting if dues for the current year have not been paid.  
 c.  Any Regular, Junior or Family member in arrears more than three months shall be 
automatically dropped from the membership roster and the postal mailing list.
 d.   Any member who has been dropped from the membership roster because of delinquent dues 
will be required to reapply for membership in accordance with ARTICLE II, Section 2 of GHCC 
Bylaws.
 e.  Life and Honorary Life members shall not be subject to annual dues.

2.  GHCC NEWSLETTER (currently titled “Double Shift”)
 
 GHCC will publish a monthly newsletter and distribute it to members primarily through 



electronic means, one copy to a household.  Those members lacking the necessary equipment to receive 
the newsletter electronically, will receive a printed copy via U.S. Postal mail.  Newsletter content is 
generally at the discretion of the Editor, who is appointed annually by the President.  The newsletter's 
content may include educational articles and questionnaires, information about club business and 
programs, notifications of new members and upcoming numismatic events, minutes of the previous 
meeting, letters to the editor, numismatic puzzles, etc.

3  EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

 GHCC will support, both financially and through volunteer assistance, the following 
numismatic programs:

 a.  School coin clubs
 b.  GHCC Scholarship Program, providing scholarships to young numismatists to attend the 
numismatic course of their choice at the American Numismatic Association Summer Seminar, and to 
selected middle school teachers from the greater Houston metropolitan area to attend the “Coins in the 
Classroom” course at the ANA Summer Seminar (if conducted).
 c.  GHCC “Coins for A's” program for public and private school students in Harris County and 
the adjacent counties. It does not include those students who are home-schooled. 

d.  GHCC “Speakers Bureau, a group of GHCC members who have agreed to make educational 
presentations to school and public organizations.

4. MICHAEL LEVINSON EDUCATION AWARD

 a.  Depending on available funds, this award may be given annually to one or more GHCC 
members who apply for and are granted a scholarship to the ANA Summer Seminar.  Although it is 
desirable to award as many scholarships as possible to deserving members, the maximum number 
awarded and the specific dollar amount allotted must not exceed the funds allocated for this purpose in 
the annual GHCC budget.  Expenses to be covered for recipients of this award are: tuition, coach 
airfare (or equivalent dollar amount, if driving), and room and board at the “campus” rates (even if 
staying elsewhere). Deviations from this reimbursement plan will be rare and must be approved by the 
Executive Council.  The current maximum award is $1500 per recipient.  The Treasurer will reimburse 
these costs when presented with invoices, receipts or valid vouchers.
 b.  The applicant(s) must submit a written “Letter of Consideration” (not to exceed 500 words) 
to the President, GHCC, narrating how he/she met, or will meet, the following criteria:

(1)  Applicant must hold adult GHCC membership for at least one year prior to 
application and have remitted the current year's dues.

         (2)  Applicant must hold current ANA membership prior to registering for the Summer 
Seminar 
         (3)  Applicant must have demonstrated an interest in, and ability to share numismatic 
knowledge by (a) presenting numismatic programs at schools, community groups, scout meetings, or 
the like; (b) writing articles for local, regional or national publications; exhibiting at the Money Show 



of the Southwest (MSSW), mentoring another member in a particular numismatic area or, (c) serving in 
a GHCC leadership position or volunteering to help ensure a successful MSSW.

c.  Applicant must agree to provide an educational program on the subject studied at the ANA 
Seminar at a regular meeting of the GHCC or at the MSSW.

d.  Applicant must use the scholarship in the year awarded unless unforeseen circumstances 
arise and a schedule change is approved by the Executive Council.
 e.  The Executive Council will consider all applications submitted and received by the GHCC 
President by the last workday of April in the year the award is to be granted.  Late submissions may not 
be considered.  

f.  The postal mail and email addresses will be provided in the GHCC newsletter well in 
advance of the deadline.
 g. The recipient(s) of the award will be announced not later than the regular May membership 
meeting.
 h.  The recipient is responsible for making his/her own reservations for airfare and attendance at 
the ANA Seminar.  
 
5.  EDUCATIONAL AWARDS

 The Vice President, as the officer responsible for educational programs, will ensure that 
American Numismatic Association awards are secured for all persons (not only GHCC members), 
presenting educational programs for the GHCC membership, and presented once annually, usually at a 
GHCC social function.

6.  SOCIAL EVENTS
 
 a.  An Installation Banquet may be held in April, prior to the regular April membership meeting, 
for the express purpose of formally installing the newly elected slate of Officers and Directors.  If held, 
this event shall be the venue for the presentation of Education Awards.

 b.  A Holiday Banquet, traditionally in December, may be held as a major GHCC social event 
and to present the Francis Townsend Award (See paragraph 9, below).  

c. To encourage member attendance at social events, GHCC may elect to fund a portion of the 
cost of the meal, if funds are available.  The Executive Council will review proposals for 
this initiative and determine the member discount, if any.

7.  “COINS FOR A'S”

 The GHCC “Coins for A's” program will be administered by a chairperson appointed by the 
GHCC President.  The program's operation and specific grade criteria that must be met by participating 
students will be at the discretion of the chairperson with approval by the Executive Council who will 
determine budgetary limitations for the program. The chairperson will provide periodic progress reports 
to the Executive Council and general membership.



8.  MONEY SHOW OF THE SOUTHWEST (MSSW)

 a.  The MSSW is GHCC's major income producer.
 b.  The General Chairperson and the Bourse Chairperson shall be appointed by the Executive 
Council, at least 14 months prior to the show.
 c.  Upon appointment of the two main chairpersons, they will confirm and finalize show dates 
and venue, and appoint other assisting chairpersons.
 d.  Money received with bourse applications, contributions, and other revenue shall be directed 
to the Treasurer who will ensure deposit in GHCC accounts.
 e.  The Treasurer shall maintain a separate accounting for Money Show receipts and expenses.  
 f.  A report on the progress of the show will be presented at each monthly membership meeting.  
The report will include the number of dealers and tables/booths sold,  monies received and paid out, 
and other items of interest. 
 g.  The General Chairperson will ensure all records of the MSSW are provided to the following 
year's General Chairperson.

9.  FRANCIS TOWNSEND AWARD

a. Named in honor of a former long-time GHCC member, the Townsend Award is presented 
annually to that GHCC member, or couple, who has distinguished themselves by providing 
outstanding service to numismatics and the GHCC. 

b. The award itself consists of a trophy, engraved with the winner’s name(s), which will be re-
tained by the recipient until the trophy is re-awarded the following year. In addition, the 
winner will also receive an appropriate   permanent memento of the honor.

c. Voting shall be secret. Executive Council members and all previous Townsend Awardees 
shall be eligible to vote. Administrator for the current year’s Award will be the immediate 
past recipient(s).   

d. Criteria: 
(1) Active GHCC membership for at least the past three years
(2) Evidence of service such as an elected office, appointed MSSW chair, record of numis-

matic educational presentations, authoring numismatic educational publications, fre-
quent exhibitions of numismatic material, etc;

(3) Nominated in writing by a current GHCC member. (Self-nominations are not accept-
able).

(4) Nominations must be received by the Award Administrator by the regular  
membership meeting in November.

(5) The Award will be presented at the last regular GHCC function of the year, generally the 
Christmas Dinner meeting.

  


